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Join us for a party to celebrate 30 years of Love, Inc.!

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS FUNDRAISER

Friday, March 7th

Veterans Terrace at Echo Park
(589 Milwaukee Avenue, Burlington)

Tickets $30 per person

Corporate Tables Available
Friends of LOVE Reserved Tables for 10

Tickets are limited and available at Love, Inc.

Appetizers and Cash Bar 5-6:30 pm
Buffet Dinner 6:30 pm
Live Auction 7:30 pm

Featured Raffle:
One Week in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

with $1,000 voucher

For more information call (262) 763-6226

February
2014

Mission Statement
Love, Inc. is a network of churches, organizations and individuals working together to identify 
and assess the needs of families and individuals and to direct them to the appropriate resources. 

Our goal is to help families and individuals help themselves.

LOVE LINKS
The News of Southern Lakes Area Love, Inc.



WISH LIST

Minivan to pick up 
food and to take 
people to their 
appointments

Drivers to help 
people get to doctor 

appointments, 
grocery shopping, 

and meetings

Non-perishable 
food and meat for 

the food pantry

Gas cards to help 
people get to 
appointments 
and meetings 

Nice used furniture 
donations

Volunteers to help in 
many areas of LOVE: 

store, warehouse, 
projects, and auction 

just to name a few!

Committee Members 
to work on a variety 

of projects

Writers to write 
newsletter articles 
on assigned topics

Dependable used 
cars so clients can 

get to work

Bicycles 

Please Welcome 
Richelle Ward...
Love, Inc. would like to welcome 
Richelle Ward to our organization! 
Richelle has accepted the position 
as our Volunteer Coordinator/
Case Manager. Richelle is a lifetime 
resident of Burlington, and has 
worked since she was 15 years old. 
After completing high school she 
attended UW-Whitewater, and 
graduated with her Bachelors in 
Social Work. She is in the process 
of becoming licensed, and hopes 
to continue her education in the 
future.

When not working, Richelle enjoys 
reading and spending time with her 

family. She loves warm weather, and would like to visit Australia someday. When 
asked about her new position, Richelle stated, “I am excited to work and help 
make a difference in the community I live in. I look forward to working with all 
of the volunteers who make Love, Inc. function successfully.”

Our Featured Mealsite: Faith Chapel

Every second Tuesday of the month, the volunteers of Faith Chapel prepare and 
serve the evening meal at Love, Inc. Although their congregation is small, their 
presence is mighty, as nearly thirty percent of their members participate in this 
program. Connie Layne and her daughter Jessie coordinate their efforts. A key to 
making it work is getting the youth groups involved.

A special something that sets Faith’s meals apart is that they always feature homemade 
breads. They also strive to serve something new, fearing that the diners tire of the 
same meals. When asked what brings them back year after year, one volunteer said, 
“It’s not a burden, but fun when working with friends. We even have people who 
no longer attend church here but still come to serve. I guess we all feel we’ve been 
blessed with abundance, and it’s a joy to be able to pass it on. “

 We are blessed to have such compassionate volunteers. Thank you Faith Chapel!



Volunteer Spotlight

Our volunteer of this 
quarter is Chuck Ryan, a 
retired Physical Education 
teacher who volunteers in the 
Food Pantry. Chuck began 
volunteering in October 
of 2012. After 30 years of 
teaching in Lake Geneva, 
Chuck was looking to fill 
a few hours of his day and, 
luckily for us, thought he 
would check out Love, Inc. 

Since that fateful day, Chuck 
has become an integral part 
of the pantry team. Four days 
a week, he magically appears 
around 11:00 and keeps the 
shelves stocked for our pantry clients. “I don’t know what we would do without Chuck. He quietly slips in and 
gets to work. Those couple of hours he spends is during our busiest times and he keeps the food on the shelves 
while the staff and other volunteers get a chance to go to lunch. I can’t tell you how many times Chuck has saved 
the day in pantry,” said Programs Director Leslie Caringello.

Chuck also volunteers every morning at Cooper School where he works with kids in math and reading. Chuck 
has two children and one granddaughter that he loves to spend time with. He also lives a very healthy lifestyle and 
can often be found at the Wellness Center swimming or lifting weights or walking around town with his faithful 
companion Bucky the beagle. Thanks for everything you do Chuck!

From The Director’s Desk...
Congratulations Everyone!!!

You did it. Because of you, every family who qualified economically for our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas programs was taken care of. I can’t tell you how humbling 
it is to be able to witness your generosity in action. We were able to provide entire 
Thanksgiving dinners to over 500 families, and over 450 families were adopted at 
Christmas. None of this would have been possible without you. With your ongoing 
support, we will continue to take care of the less fortunate and help them get on their 
feet so they can one day begin to pay it forward themselves. 

On behalf of everyone at Love, Inc., we extend our thanks and we wish you a safe, 
happy and healthy 2014.

Bill Schoessling
Executive Director



Kid Friendly Happenings: Playing to Learn

Parents or grandparents attending Love, Inc.’s Early 
Learning Programs with their babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers find that these classes offer more benefits 
than just having a fun time together. A recent program 
survey indicated that most participating adults saw 
a gain in their child’s development in the areas of 
language, small and large motor skills, self-control, 
social interaction, listening and intellectual concepts.  
Adults also appreciated having the opportunity to 
connect to and share parenting experiences with others 
in the play group. Classes are held at the Waterford 
and Burlington Public Libraries as part of Love, Inc.’s 
community outreach work. 

For more information on Family Smart Kid Friendly 
programs visit our website or contact Linda at Love, 
Inc.:  families@love-inc.net.

At left: Elizabeth Reed and her daughter Melanie 
enjoying the Wednesday morning Building Blocks 
class at the Burlington Library.

Another Successful Turkey Trot
Over 650 people turned out for the 3rd annual Talmer Turkey Trot 5k Run/Walk on Thanksgiving morning. 
The event raised money and non-perishable food items for the Love, Inc. Food Pantry. The race started on 
Congress Street and took runners and walkers on the streets and parkways of Burlington before finishing 
on Bridge Street. An awards ceremony was held at Veterans Terrace after the race. The overall winner was 
Burlington’s own James Koceja in 16:50 and the women’s winner was Hanna Knurr of Waterford in 18:22. A 
raffle for turkeys and pies was also held after the race.

We would like to thank all of the volunteers who worked on the course and at the packet pickup for making 
this event possible. Also thanks to the sponsors including Talmer Bank and Trust, Thrivent Financial, the 
Burlington Community Fund, the Runzheimer Foundation, Performance Running Outfitters, and Running in 
the USA. 



Love, Inc. Starts Diabetes Initiative for Food Pantry 

The rise of diabetes is frightening: 25.8 million children and adults, representing 
8.3% of the population, have diabetes. Another 79 million have pre-diabetes. It 
is the seventh greatest cause of death in the United States. Diabetes causes heart 
disease, stroke, and is the leading cause of blindness. It is estimated that diabetes 
will cost us $245 billion this year. 

Above: Shelves ready and waiting to hold our new selection of diabetic foods

Here at Love, Inc., we are going to do our part to help slow the rising tide. We 
will be creating a new section of food for diabetics. This will help individuals gain 
access to healthy foods to control their diabetes. We will also provide educational 
programs on nutrition and disease management for our clients.

Managing a chronic disease like diabetes can be a tremendous challenge. For 
individuals who struggle with access to food, the challenge is even greater.

We can use your help with this initiative. If you have diabetes, or are interested in 
helping those with the disease, please call Bill Barnes, our Director of Development 
at (262) 527-4294. Together we can make a difference!

Tired of Being Asked for Money? 
Charities concentrate their appeals at the end of the year because, frankly, it 
works. The combination of the holidays plus some last minute tax considerations 
for many makes it a great time of year for non-profits. Yet it often leaves donors 
feeling overwhelmed from receiving countless letters. We get it.

But here’s why we do it. Last year around this time was the Echo Lake fire which left 
many of our most vulnerable neighbors unemployed. Despite having just asked for 
money, we made an additional appeal on their behalf and the community responded 
beyond our expectations. We may all sometimes experience fatigue when getting letters 
asking for money, but we keep sending them because we know that our community is 
filled with big-hearted people who truly care about their neighbors in need. 

So, will we continue to send you letters? Yes. But we’ll try to give you a break now 
and then. And please know that we appreciate your support, and work every day 
to continue to earn it. 

Visit us at

www.love-inc.net

to learn more 
about our year-
round programs 
and upcoming 
events - or find 
us on Facebook 

- just search 
“Love Burlington”! 



Announcing Our 
Tree & Ornamental Shrub Sale Fundraiser

Boost the Curb Appeal of Your Home or Business 
and Support Love, Inc., at the Same Time!

Trees $3.00 each, or $2.75 each on orders of 100 or more

Varieties Available:

Colorado Blue Spruce needles are dark green to silver-blue with a blue 
cast. They grow to 60’ tall with a 25” diameter. Our plants are 4-year-old 
transplants that are 2’-3’ tall with well-established branches.  

Red  Maple is a wonderful shade tree that matures at 50’ to 60.’ The leaves 
are a glossy green that turn to red in the fall. Our plants are 2’ to 3’ tall with 
well-established branches.  

Rose of Sharon are very colorful ornamental shrubs that produce exotic 
flowers in late summer with colors ranging from white to lavender. They are 
easy to grow in direct sun light. Our plants are 2’ to 3’ tall.  

White Pine is a fast-growing variety that will grow to 100’ tall. These trees 
are frequently grown as Christmas trees. These White Pine seedlings are 
approximately 15” tall with established branches.  

Seedlings $1.50 Each, or $1.00 each on orders of 100 or more. 

Orders are now being taken for May 3, 2014 delivery. 
Minimum order of 5 trees, and supply is limited. 

Trees must be paid for at the time the order is placed. 

To place an order call: 

Daytime: 262-763-6226 

Evenings: 262-534-5786 (Tom)

or mail your order and check to :

Love, Inc. 

480 S. Pine St.  

Burlington, WI 53105

Love, Inc. 
would like 
to thank 

everyone who 
participated 

in the Thrivent 
Financial 

Circle of Love 
campaign. 

It was a 
tremendous 

success!

A big 
THANK YOU 

also to all of 
the churches, 

businesses, 
indiviuals, 

service 
organizations. 

volunteers, 
and employees 

who have 
supported us 

all year long. 
The success of 

Love is directly 
related to the 

participation of 
the community. 

When 
organizations 
and indivuals 
come together, 

there is 
nothing that 

we can’t 
accomplish!



Brother Mike Kulan, OFM 

Brother Mike Kulan passed away on September 9, 2013 at the age of 67. Along 
with Judy Morrow, he was helping the needy long before there was a Love, Inc. His 
vision was instrumental in forming Love, Inc. as we know it today. The following 
are some comments from those who had the privilege to know him:

Brother Mike led in the purchase of the building that is Love’s present location. He knew the needs of 
the poor would fill the building. As we can see by what Love has done, he was right - as he so often was.

- Judy Morrow, original Executive Director

Upon meeting him, you knew immediately you had a friend. 
- Judie Lemieux, Past President of the Board of Directors

Brother Mike was a giving soul who practiced what he preached.
 - Barbra Scherrer, former Board Member

He was a gentle man who responded positively to a challenge and followed through with wisdom, 
humor and kindness. 
 - Pat Bigelow, former Board Member

Brother Mike allowed the Holy Spirit to lead him in his hopes and dreams so that others could experience 
Pax et Bonum –Peace and Goodness.  
 - Rev Dan Vojta, Pastor – Peace Lutheran Church, and Board Member of Love, Inc.

Brother Mike quietly led the formation of Love, Inc. in the early years.  He demonstrated his faith by 
doing and didn’t impose his faith on anyone.
 - Tom Tess, Past President and current Board Member of Love, Inc.

His efforts have allowed many to experience pax et bonum (peace and goodness), and for that we are 
eternally grateful. May he rest in peace.

A Special Thank You To These Kind Benefactors...
We would like to thank two local couples who have hosted a fundraiser each year for the last seven years, 
donating all proceeds to Love Inc.’s programs. Jerry and Ruth DeLay, along with Greg and Suzanne Nelson, 
have opened their hearts and homes by inviting many friends and acquaintances to a holiday cocktail party and 
asking them to bring a monetary donation to Love, Inc. Beverages and hearty appetizers are served along with 
an array of desserts. This year alone, they were proud to announce that the proceeds from their party totaled 
$12,800. Many thanks to everyone who donated through this very special event, and especially to the DeLays 
and Nelsons for taking time during this busy season to help others!
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Coming in late February: our new, redesigned website! 
Please visit us at  

www.love-inc.net 
and check out the changes! 

STORE HOURS AT LOVE, INC -  (262) 763-6226

Meal Site  Monday - Friday  5:00 p.m.

Thrift Store (Burlington) Monday  - Friday 9:00 - 5:30 Saturday 9:00 - 2:00

Thrift Store (Waterford) Monday  - Friday  9:00 - 5:00 Saturday 9:00 - 2:00

Furniture Store, Book Store Monday - Friday  9:00 - 5:00 Saturday  9:00 - 2:00

Kids’ Store Monday - Friday  9:00 - 5:00 Saturday  9:00 - 2:00

Donation Center Monday - Friday  9:00 - 5:00 Saturday  9:00 - 2:00

For donation questions or to schedule a pickup, call our Donation Center at (262) 763-2743


